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Introduction to the Humanities 

Fall 2004 

LS 151.05 
MWF 2:10-3:00 
Chemistry and Pharmacy 102 
Matthew Semanoff 
Office: LA 425 
Phone: 243-5637 
matthew.semanoff@mso.umt.edu 
Office Hours: MWF 3:15-4:15, TTh 2:15-3:15, or 
by appointment 
Course Description: 
This course serves as an introduction to the study of Humanities through the close reading of a 
selection of several texts extremely influential in the history of Western culture. Through an 
investigation of readings from the Hebrew Bible, Old Testament, ancient Greek poetry and 
philosophy, the New Testament and early Christian literature, we will discuss how notions 
concerning concepts of the self, family, community, and cosmos have developed. At the same 
time, we will examine the roles of myth, symbols, and rituals contribute to our understanding of 
the hwnan condition. 
Required Texts: 
New Oxford Annotated Bible 
Homer. The Odyssey, Fagles, tr. 

Greek Lyric, Miller, tr. 

The Oedipus Cycle, Fitts and Fitzgerald, trs. 

Three Plays of Euripides, Roche, tr. 

Five Dialogues of Plato, Grube 

Confessions of St. Augustine, Warner 

Plenary Lectures: 

Lectures are given Thursday 11:00-12:00 in Urey Lecture Hall (ULH) and again at 7:10-8:00 in 

Social Sciences 352. 

Date Lecture Speaker 

9/2 Introduction, Genesis Dietrich 

9/9 Law and Prophets Spencer 

9/16 Job and Wisdom Pack 

9/23 Introduction to Greek Civilization and Homer Ausland 

9/30 Hero and Antihero in Homer's Odyssey Justman 

10/7 Greek Lyric Gillison 

10/14 Greek Drama Ausland 

10/21 Plato and Greek Philosophy Walton 

10/28 Hellenistic and Roman History Scott 

11/4 The Gospels Lee 

11/11 Veterans' Day Holiday 

11/18 Letters of Paul Dietrich 

11/25 Thanksgiving Holiday 

11/2 Augustine's Confessions Fandozzi 

12/9 Roman and Early Christian Art Gillison 

Reading Assignments (subject to change) 
Date Assignment 
8/30 None - Introductory Material 
9/1 Genesis, 1-11 
9/3 Genesis, 12-35 
9/6 Exodus, l-4, 7-8, 11-15, 19-24, 32-34 
9/8 Deuteronomy 4-25 
9/10 Amos 
9/13 fobl-14 
9/15 fob 15-27, 29-31, 38-42 
9/17 Ecclesiastes 
9/20 Odyssey 1-4 
9/22 Odyssey 5-8 
9/24 Odyssey 9-12 
9/27 Odyssei113-16 
9/29 Odyssey 17-20 
10/1 Odyssey 21-24 
Greek Lyric: Introduction, Archilochus, Tyrtaeus, 
10/4 Alcaeus 
10/6 Greek Lyric: Sappho, Solon, Theognis, Xenophanes 
10/8 Midterm Examination 
10/11 Sophocles: Antigone 
10/13 Euripides: Medea 
10/15 Euripides: The Bacchae 
10/18 Euripides: Alcestis 
10/20 Plato: Euthyphro 
10/22 Aristophanes: Clouds 
10/25 Plato: Apology 
10/27 Plato: Crito 
10/29 First Draft Due: Workshop in class 
11/1 Matthew 1-9; Mark 1; Luke 1-4: 13; John 1-2 
11/3 Luke 4:14-11 
11/5 Luke 12-24 
11/8 TBA 
11/10 Acts 1-8 
11/12 Acts 9-15, Romans 1-9 
11/15 1Corinthians1-7 
11/17 1 Corinthians 8-16 
11/19 TBA 
Date Assignment 
11/22 TBA 
11/24 No Class 
11/26 No Class 
11/29 St. Augustine, Confessions Introduction; Books 1-2 
12/1 Confessions Book 3.1-7; Book 4 
12/3 Confessions Book 5.10; 6.5-15, 7.5-17 
12/6 Workshop 2nd Draft 
12/8 Confessions Book 10.1-8, 17, 28, 30, 31, 35, 40 
12/10 Summary Review and Conclusions 
Assessment: 
Grading: 
Journal/Response 25% 
l\.1idterJn 10°/o 
Final 10% 
Paper (151 Draft) 15% 
Paper (Final Draft) 25% 
Participation 15% 
Journal: 
A majority of the time that we spend in class will be devoted to discussing the assigned texts. 
This means it is crucial for you to have read carefully the assigrunents. Taking a short period of 
time to reflect and write about the various readings and lectures will help immensely with the 
quality of our class discussions. Your journal is meant to provide you with the outlet to reflect on 
the readings. For each assignment and plenary lecture spend 20-30 minutes writing a response. 
These are meant to be informal responses. They should discuss the concepts raised in the 
readings and consider the implications of those readings within the scope of the course. Do not 
focus on summarizing the readings. Instead, spend the majority of your time considering their 
significance. 
These responses should be prepared before class. Occasionally, I will ask someone to read aloud 
his or her response to begin our discussion. Although the individual journal entries will not be 
graded, I will periodically collect them to see what types of responses you are writing. Your 
grade will be determined on the submission of 10 revised entries. Over the course of the 
semester, you will submit 10 of your entries (2-3 pages typed). You should consider these as 
formal writing assignments. Although for the journals, you are not required to write carefully 
constructed, thesis driven responses, I expect that those that you submit to me have a clear 
argument that is supported with evidence from the readings. You are expected to use 
appropriate source citations. 
Research Paper: 
Students will be required to write a research paper for this class. There will be several suggested 
topics for students to choose from, or students can propose to write on a topic of their own. You 
will be required to meet with me to discuss the topic early in the writing process. You will also 
,.. 

be required to meet with several of your peers, exchange drafts and offer editorial advice on one 
another's papers. Finally, you will be required to submit two drafts of the paper. The final draft 
should include substantial and significant revisions from the previous draft. More specifics of 
the assignment (topics, deadlines, etc.) will follow. 
Participation: Your regular attendance in class should not be confused with your participation 
grade. The section meetings will depend on your engagement in the discussion, and the 
discussion depends on willingness to share ideas. The journal assignment is meant to help you 
formulate and articulate your ideas about the texts before coming to class. 
